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July 31, 1978

“he Honorable Walter HMondale
President of the Senate
United States Smnate
Washington, . C, 20510

Neay Pritac

It has come to my attention that the Director of Contral
Inkelligence has proposed in a July 21 letter to you to deny
access to sensltive intelligence information to personal
staff members. 7~s a member of the NDefense Subcommittee of
the Senate Appropriations Committee, I deeply regret the DCI's
nroposal and I urge you to critigue his guidelines for the
isnsunance of cowmpartmented clearances.

I am sure that I do not have to tell you, st perhaps it
is the CIA that should be told of the daily frenetic pace of
the individual $enator who, perforce, does not have time to
keep in regular contact with cleared committee staff personnel.
Accordingly, I must rely upon my personal staff assistant,
Leonard Parkinson, for on-the-spot briefings of, for ‘recent
examples, encrypted telemetry, the throw-welght of the 85-19,
verification problems associated with a Soviet mobile ICJA
svatem, and a variety of other sengitive subjects essential to
my own decision-making regarding strategic arms control, the
defense budget, and other key military-politilcal matters, With-
out his regular asccess to compartmented information, we would
wltimately be relying on Aviation Week and the few other
journals that regularly leak bits of sensitive data.

An in-depth ungderstanding of the strateglc weapon systems
iz particularly essential at this time. We are on the eve of
important SALY agreesment with the Soviet Union, and thus an
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walter Mondale
1973

intense debate on the Senate floor. I want to have at hand a

full understanding of the substantive hardware lssues that will
be involved, and I know that I will have to rely on my staff
aide Ffor the details which can only be the product of compart-
mented intelligence information.

Looking forward to hearing from you on this matter..
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co:  DCI Stansfield Turner
Senator John C. Stennis
Senator Warren G. Magnuson
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